

"Headlines" Solo Show at SoPas Gallery 

Leslie Saeta has an upcoming solo show titled "Headlines" which will be held at SoPas Gallery from April 28 - May 29, 2010. The show features 20 paintings which were all inspired by headlines from past issues of the South Pasadena Review newspaper from the 1930's, 40's and 50's.  Each painting will feature a present day scene from South Pasadena that depicts each headline. The artists reception will be held on Saturday, May 8th from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. Leslie will also be at the Gallery on May 1st for the South Pasadena Eclectic Music Festival & Art Walk from 6:00 until 9:00 p.m.  Also, be sure to join her for an artists demo on Saturday, May 23rd from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. The public is welcome to attend all events.

Leslie has also published a book titled "Headlines" featuring all of the paintings, headlines and corresponding newspaper articles from the upcoming show. Copies of the book will be available at the opening on May 8th. 

SoPas Gallery hours are Tuesday - Friday, 10:00am - 5:00pm or by appointment. The gallery is located at 1121 Mission Street, South Pasadena, CA 91030. For more information contact Leslie Saeta at 626-799-8507.
When I was notified that I had been selected to do a solo exhibition at the SoPas Gallery I really wanted to do something different. My in-laws, husband and children were all raised in South Pasadena. I have lived here for 25 years and thought this show could be a great opportunity for me to do something historical.  After some time I came up with the idea to feature paintings inspired from headlines of the South Pasadena Review newspaper. The South Pasadena Review newspaper has been around longer than most of us. It has changed names many times and although it started as a weekly paper for a while it was published twice a week.  I went to the local library and started doing research by viewing the stacks of papers on file. But I soon decided it might be more interesting to go back a few years in history. So I found the archive issues on microfiche.  I found the most interesting headlines in the 1930’s and decided to select headlines from the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s. What an amazing experience! I found that the same number of people voted in the local elections in the 1930’s as they do today. And the front pages were filled with the same news … freeway fights (they were fighting against the Arroyo Seco), local city elections, schools, family news and sports. 

Early on I came across an article in the late 30s when the South Pasadena Baseball Association asked the City Council for permission for multiple teams to use their fields for organized league games. At the time the Rosabell Plumbers had exclusive use of the fields. My husband and I have spent hundreds of hours at the arroyo watching (and coaching) baseball so I selected this headline immediately. It was at that moment that I decided to select old headlines from the paper but paint paintings of current scenes in South Pasadena. So, the first painting of the series was created, an 8” x 24” oil painting of the Junior Baseball Field featuring the headline “Association Asks Use of Arroyo Seco Field” dated November 21, 1945.


I only selected headlines from the front page (for fear that I would go blind staring at the microfiche!) and soon had a collection of about 35 headlines. I then spent a considerable amount of time photographing scenes throughout South Pasadena.  I also selected some wonderful photographs from the blog, “Glimpses of South Pasadena”.  Laurie Allie is an amazing photographer (and writer) and she features a photo every single day on her blog highlighting South Pasadena. 

Completing the research was an amazing experience as I learned so much about our wonderful town. I really don’t think South Pasadena has changed that much. Perhaps life was just a bit simpler then.

I finally selected my favorite twenty headlines and over a period of two months painted the twenty paintings. The paintings feature many of the familiar landmarks throughout town but also some that don’t usually get as much recognition, such as Garfield and Eddy Park. 

After I finished the paintings, I decided to publish a book so I could not only share the wonderful stories and paintings, but also explain why I painted each particular scene. Titled “Headlines, the book features the original headline, newspaper article and painting. It also includes my story and explains why I chose to paint each painting.
For more information, contact Leslie Saeta.

www.saetastudio.com
lsaeta@saetastudio.com
626.799.8507

